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sovereigns of Yemen. But in course of time they rose against their lords, and in their various tribes carried on a long and bloody war. At last they passed under the authority of the kings of Hira. At a later period Bekr and Taghlib, two of the chief branches of the race of Eabiah, quitted their homes in central Arabia, and migrated to Irak and Bahrayn. After Islam they settled in the country known still as Diyar Eabieah. In some verses, addressed to Hariri by an admiring young poet, he is described as a descendant of Khindaf, and the glory of the tribe of Ternim. The name of EHiindafj the wife of Alyas, son of Modar, is applied to all the descendants of Modar, through Alyas, and the mention of Ternim, who undoubtedly descended from Alyas, would seem to make some discrepancy in the author's pedigree. It seems, however,. reasonable to conclude that Hariri was a descendant of one of the races issuing from Eabieah3 and that he represented the old Arab settlers in Irak. He was born, according to Ibn "Khallikan, in the street of the Benu Haram, so called from a tribe of Arabs who had established themselves there. His name of Al Hariri was derived, according to the same biographer, from his having traded in silk (harir}. It is more probable that it was given him on account of his father being engaged in this commerce, for our author does not appear to have had at any time other than official and literary pursuits. He was possessed of a competence, and his family owned several thousand palm trees at Meshan, some distance to the north of Basra. He received a good education, according to the fashion of his age and city, and was well versed in grammar, receiving in this science the teaching of Al Fadl al Kasbani3 one of the